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Spiritual Retreats/Workshops
Lutheran Military Support Group provides Christ-centered support to WELS/ELS
Military Service Members, Veterans, and their Families.

One way we do this is through our Spiritual Retreats and Workshops for Veterans and
First Responders. Meet Robert, a Vietham Veteran who served in the US Marine Corps.
Bob first came to our Spiritual Retreat at Camp Phillip in 2022. He's attended every
year since. As a result of his experience, he is eager to share the impact it made with
other congregations and Veterans in his area.

Our Spiritual Retreats are four-day events that are held annually for the Christian
Warriors, both Active Duty and Veterans, who have experienced trauma related to
their military service. Speakers are WELS and ELS Veterans who specialize in their
field as pastors, mental health practitioners, and peer encouragers. Attendees come
from all over the country and service eras. Due to the generosity of our donors,
attendees can participate at little to no cost.

One attendee last year shared, “I felt recognized as a spouse, as someone who as PTSD
myself, and given tools to deal with it better.”

In 2024, twenty-six people attended our Spiritual Retreat for Christian Warriors and
Their Battle Buddies at Camp Shiloh, Texas.

New last year, we offered our one-day Workshop for Veterans and First Responders in
New Berlin, Wisconsin and Tacoma, Washington. Topics included moral injury,
protector vocation, the and the effects of trauma. Thirty people attended, with a blend
of military, first responders, spouses, and pastors benefiting from the training.

Also new last year, we partnered with Christian Family Solutions (CFS) to provide
access to Christian counseling through their Member Assistance Program. Over 30
counseling hours were supplemented last year for WELS/ELS Service Members and
their Families.

These are a few ways LMSG provides Christ-centered support to our Christian
Warriors and their Families.

Scholarships
Lutheran Military Support Group provides Christ-centered support to WELS/ELS
Military Service Members, Veterans, and their Families.




One way we do this is through our scholarships. Meet Shawn Marron, a US Marine
Corps Veteran studying at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary. Shawn and his wife, Amy,
currently serving in the National Guard are thankful for the financial support they
receive through the LMSG Scholarship. Shawn shared, “Thank you so much for your
continued support of my family as I study at the Seminary. I’'m proud to have served,
and it makes me joyful to know that our synod has people committed to supporting
veterans and the ministry. Semper Fi!”

LMSG provides two scholarships, the LMSG Scholarship for WELS and ELS Veterans
studying for public ministry as a pastor, teacher, or staff minister; and the LMSG
Chaplaincy Scholarship for Veterans and pastors serving near military installations in
the role of Military Contact Pastors.

In 2024, fourteen scholarships were awarded to support the education of Veterans and
called workers as they share the gospel among military communities.

This is one way LMSG provides Christ-centered support to our Christian Warriors and
their Families.

Grants
Lutheran Military Support Group provides Christ-centered support to WELS/ELS
Military Service Members, Veterans, and their Families.

One way we do this is through our Christian Warrior Grants. Meet Ms. T, a US Army
Veteran who was in a transitional phase in life while also expecting her first child.
LMSG was privileged to partner with New Beginnings in Milwaukee, Wisconsin to
provide this assistance grant.

LMSG provides two grants. The Christian Warrior Assistance Grant is for WELS/ELS
Service Members who need financial assistance due to a local disaster, health
concern, or unexpected need due to a deployment. LMSG provides access to mental
health resources through Christian Family Solutions through this grant. The Christian
Warrior Appreciation Grant is for congregations or schools to appreciate the Warriors
in their congregations and communities.

In 2024, over $26,000 was awarded in grants to support mentally healthy Military
Families, provide hope to Veterans experiencing unforeseen circumstances, and
appreciate the service of Military Service Members through community outreach. Also
included was a grant to WELS Military Services to provide support to the WELS and
ELS military community at large stationed around the globe.

This is one way LMSG provides Christ-centered support to our Christian Warriors and
their Families.



Christian Service Members’ Handbook
Lutheran Military Support Group provides Christ-centered support to WELS/ELS
Military Service Members, Veterans, and their Families.

One way we do this is through our Christian Service Member Handbook, produced in
partnership with WELS Military Services and Northwestern Publishing House.

When Christian Service Members are called to duty, this uniform pocket-sized faith
and worship resource helps them take God's Word with them wherever they are sent.
The content of this handbook was developed by a working group of WELS and ELS
Veterans and called workers with the deployed Service Member in mind. Christian
Service Members will appreciate the prayers for specific military situations, morning
and evening devotional orders, Luther's Small Catechism, selections of Scripture with
a topical index, and hymns from Christian Worship with guitar chords and musical
notation. This is a welcome companion to the Christian Service Member to support
them in their faith walk, especially when away from their home congregation.

In 2024, over 350 Handbooks have been distributed to Christian Warriors, with over
1400 copies distributed since 2020. Active-duty Service Members can receive a free
copy through WELS Military Services or the Bethany Lutheran College Bookstore.

This is one way LMSG provides Christ-centered support to our Christian Warriors and
their Families.



