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Guilt and shame can be a natural response to
working as God’s agent of wrath . We weren’t
designed to take lives. It is a necessary response to
the fall into sin. Freedom from guilt and shame is
found in Christ’s forgiveness and allows the
freedom to serve Him as His “handiwork” to
the best of our abilities.

Freedom in Christ

Romans 8:20 , 1 John 1:9, Ephesians 2:10

God calls sword bearers His servants,
bringing dignity and purpose to their calling.

For the one in authority is God’s servant for your
good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do
not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s
servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on
the wrongdoer. Romans 13:4

God’s Servant

WORKING AS
GOD’S SERVANTS:
AGENTS OF WRATH

God’s Mask
Vocation is God working through us to
love and serve others, as we become
His instruments—His “masks”—in our
daily callings. 

Working as God’s mask, His sword, is an act of love
in service to others, in which He provides

 safety and good order.

God’s Work
“The hand that uses this sword and kills is no
longer man’s hand, but God’s hand. In such a

case, it is not man, but God, who hangs, tortures,
beheads, slays, and wars. All these are God’s

works and judgments.”

Christians Can be Soldiers by Martin Luther



Resources: LMSG Spiritual Retreats and Workshops,
Christians Can Be Soldiers by Martin Luther,

Vocation: The Setting for Human Flourishing by Michael Berg

I can serve with dignity and purpose – “For the one in
authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do
wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no
reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring
punishment on the wrongdoer.” 

(Romans 13:4)

I’m seen, known, and firmly supported – “The Lord is close
to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in
spirit.”

(Psalm 34:18)

I am redeemed, restored, and clothed in grace – “The Lord
rebuke you, Satan! The Lord, who has chosen Jerusalem,
rebuke you! Is not this man a burning stick snatched from
the fire? See, I have taken away your sin, and I will put rich
garments on you.”

(Zechariah 3:2–4)

I will not let my pain/hurt/trauma/loss define me – Blessed
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed
are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown
mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

(Matthew 5)

I’m strong, hopeful, and capable – “So do not fear, for I am
with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand.”

(Isaiah 41:10)

You are not alone.
If you need additional support,

contact info@lutheranmilitary.org.
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GOD’S PROMISES
TO YOU

Spend time in God’s Word
 with fellow believers,
remind others in your
vocation of their high

calling, and seek spiritual
and Christian counseling

as needed.
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